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VOCABULARY 
 

Hitch – hiking: to get a ride in a passing vehicle by holding out your arm with your 
thumb up as you stand on the side of the road.  
 

 

 
Scope: the area or amount covered, reached, or viewed   
Ex. Romance questions are beyond the scope of the language forum. 
 
Standstill: a condition in which all movement or activity has stopped. 
Ex. This is an emergency, but the negotiations are at a virtual standstill. 
 
Creepy:   strange or scary : causing people to feel nervous and afraid. 
Ex. This is the creepy stalker woman from the surveillance video. 
 
To broom: to sweep the floor with a broom. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

To kick in: to start to have an effect or to happen. 

Ex. The effects of the tranquilizer should begin to kick in within a few minutes. 

Harsh: cruel or unkind. 

Ex. She was quite harsh with the kids. She should be nicer to them. 
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Guarded: very careful about giving information, showing feelings, etc. 

Vocal: expressing opinions and complaints in a public and forceful way. 

Ex. Residents became vocal in their opposition to the plan. 

To blow up: to make a photographic enlargement of. 

Dull: boring, not exciting or interesting. 

To tear up: to damage, remove, or effect an opening in. 

Mind-blowing: extremely exciting or surprising. 

Ex. The special effects in this film are pretty mind-blowing. 

Goosebumps: small bumps on your skin that are caused by cold, fear, or a sudden feeling 

of excitement. 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/express
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/opinion
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/complaint
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/special
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/effect
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/film
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pretty

